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Dear Fellow Friar,

As promised at the Spring 2000 Breakfast, we have prepared a post-Breakfast update, for the benefit of

those Friars who were unable to attend, and also to serve as a record of the weekend's jovial activities.

Inside you will find transcripts of and excerpts from speeches presented by the new initiates, a historical

installment from the Friar Archives, and a preview of the Fall's activities. Please let us know what you'd like

to see in both future Forums and any news we can spread about your Friarly pursuits. It has been some

time since we have heard from some of you, and both students and alumni alike would enjoy an update; if

you can't make it to the Fall 2000 reunion weekend, just drop us a line--we'd love to hear from you!

As part of our continuing efforts to improve communication, we have established a new Friar Society

website, www.friarsociety.org, which I encourage you to visit. It is filled with information, such as a short

history of the Society, a roster of inductees by class since 1911, short news updates from the University, and

other tools to facilitate communication among active and alumni Friars. Once of the most important

functions of the site, however, is to allow you to update you contact information. This will allow us to keep

you better informed as to events being organized for alumni both in Austin, and throughout the nation, as

well as fulfill one of the Society's functions as a tool for gathering input from alumni to better the University.

Please take a moment, if you have Internet access, to at least inform us as to your email address. Beginning

in this Fall, Forums will also be distributed by email to those who so desire, saving postage and getting

information to you faster. Special thanks goes out to alum Howard Nirken (Spring '92) for spearheading the

website effort.

The Schutze endowment continues to grow to nearly $100,000, thanks to your generosity. We recently

established a new agreement with the Ex-Students' Association that will pool the Society's various funds that

have been established over the years to obtain a better return on our investment. We are grateful to the

Association for the excellent relationship we continue to maintain with each other.

Finally, I would be derelict if I failed to at least mention here the dates for the Fall 2000 reunion

weekend. Please mark your calendars for the weekend of October 21 & 22, 2000. I am also pleased to

announce that our honored alum for this Fall will be Ron Steinhart (Spring '63). You can find further

information inside. Locations and times will be posted on the website as soon as we have them available,

and will be in the Fall newsletter. Again, if there is any way I can help in reserving accommodations, or

otherwise, please do not hesitate to call me at 512-791-6336 or email me at eopiela@mail.utexas.edu.

Pax Vobiscum,

Eric Opiela (Fall '98)

Abbot, Spring 2000

The Friar Society at
The University of Texas at Austin

Summer 2000
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Prints of this 2000 Cactus Yearbook Photograph are available for $15.

To order, please send a check payable to Friar Society to:

Friar Society Fall 1999 Photo

100-C W. Dean Keeton Ave. SOC#117

Austin, TX 78713

A limited number of prints will also be available at the Fall 2000 Breakfast.

(From the bottom up, left to right)

(Row 1) Jeff Greening, Amanda Babcock, Kevin Rome, Ian Davis, David Gordon
(Row 2) Randy Thompson, Jacob Hodges, Paul Begala, Diane Friday Begala, Eric Tai, George Helland
(Row 3) Teresa Wiedler, Meg Brooks, Camille Phillips, Kirk Lanius, Bradley Wilson, Cameron Hightower
(Row 4) Sara Beechner, Kevin Tuerff, Terry Tottenham, Eddie Reeves, J. J. "Jake" Pickle, Clif Drummond
(Row 5) Joe Bill Watkins, Dr. Kim Monday, Gary Polland, Terry Townsend, Paul Van Osselear, Ted Siff (and child)
(Row 6) Julie Monday Ballard, Jennifer Monday Goldman, Michael Whellan, Bill Parrish, Dr. Clift Price,

Karin Marshall Zaner
(Row 6) Pamela Mathewson, Adam Goldman, Troy Daniel, Dr. Ed Dorn, Bill Murray, Julie Bray Patterson
(Row 7) Brian Feld, John Anderson, Bob Heath, Eric English, Laurie Littlepage
(Row 8) Ethan Underwood, Joe Stubblefield, Harley Clark, Prescott Caballero, Eric Opiela, Howard Nirken,

Marlen Whitley, Wales Madden
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The Spring2000 Cocktail was held the evening of April 8, 2000 at the Austin offices of Bracewell &
Patterson, L.L.P. Hosted by Friar alums and Brace-Patt attorneys Pat Oxford (Fall '66), Kelly Frels
(Spring '70), Lisa Brown (Fall '86), & John Cope (Spring'63), the cocktail was, like the Fall 1999
Cocktail, one of the best in recent memory.

Close to 160 Friars and their guests enjoyed mingling over wine, beer, and hors d' oeuvres, and
had the added bonus of viewing from Brace-Patt's 23rd floor office suite Austin's "famous" bats
emerge at dusk from under Congress Street bridge. Despite many other University-related events
that took place Saturday night, such as Women's Athletics 25th Anniversary Celebration, many Friars
attended the Cocktail to get a chance to meet the Spring 2000 Initiates, Edwina Brown, Ted
Bosquez, Clint Harbour, Walter Paul Kelley, and Krissah Williams.

While the 2000 winner of the Friar Centennial Teaching Fellowship, Dr. Michael Starbird, a
Mathematics professor known to students across campus as an engaging instructor who can even
make fractal geometry exciting, could not attend, he was introduced in absentia by Centennial
Fellowship Committee Co-Chairs Brian Feld (Spring '97) and Troy Daniel (Fall '99).

Continuing a new tradition begun in Spring 2000, the active Friars awarded the Second Annual
Friar Society Significant Contribution award to Bernard O. Rapoport, former Chairman of the
University of Texas System Board of Regents and longtime friend of students. Even though
Chairman Rapoport was not in attendance due to a previous commitment Saturday night, Joe Bill
Watkins (Fall '66) accepted the award on his behalf.

Both Dr Starbird and Chairman Rapoport plan to attend this Fall's Cocktail, October 21, 2000.
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The need to expand the amount of student activities space at The University was the major topic
of discussion at the 179th Friar Breakfast, held the April 9, 2000 in the Regent's Room (MAI 212) of
the Main Building on the University of Texas campus. J. J. "Jake" Pickle (Spring '37), who serves on
the Texas Union Advisory Council, began the discussion by explaining how the growth of The
University over the past 50 years has outstripped the construction of student activities space, leaving
UT with one of the lowest ratios of Union space to students of any major university in the nation.
Other Friars echoed Pickle's remarks, although some concerns were raised regarding the Union's
current unhealthy financial status and lack of student support for a Union expansion initiative both
currently and in the recent past.

Bill Murray (Fall '35) expressed concerns about air quality and pollution in the State of Texas; a
topic which recently has been a hot issue among citizens throughout the state. As Railroad
Commissioner, Murray and fellow Friar and Governor Beauford Jester (Fall '15) led an effort to cap
polluting gas wells in Texas, and he called on Friars to again take the lead in protecting the state's
air quality.

As always, the Friars present had a lively discussion over these and other topics, and updated
each other on current affairs and significant events in their lives since their last Friar Breakfast.


