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The Friar Forum

Forormy TtThe abbol...

Dear Fellow Friar,

As promised at the Spring 2000 Breakfast, we have prepared a post-Breakfast update, for the benefit of
those Friars who were unable to attend, and also to serve as a record of the weekend's jovial activities.
Inside you will find transcripts of and excerpts from speeches presented by the new initiates, a historical
installment from the Friar Archives, and a preview of the Fall's activities. Please let us know what you'd like
to see in both future Forums and any news we can spread about your Friarly pursuits. It has been some
time since we have heard from some of you, and both students and alumni alike would enjoy an update; it
you can't make it to the Fall 2000 reunion weekend, just drop us a line--we'd love to hear from you!

As part of our continuing efforts to improve communication, we have established a new Friar Society
website, www.friarsociety.org, which I encourage you to visit. It is filled with information, such as a short
history of the Society, a roster of inductees by class since 1911, short news updates from the University, and
other tools to facilitate communication among active and alumni Friars. Once of the most important
functions of the site, however, is to allow you to update you contact information. This will allow us to keep
you better informed as to events being organized for alumni both in Austin, and throughout the nation, as
well as fulfill one of the Society's functions as a tool for gathering input from alumni to better the University.
Please take a moment, if you have Internet access, to at least inform us as to your email address. Beginning
in this Fall, Forums will also be distributed by email to those who so desire, saving postage and getting
information to you faster. Special thanks goes out to alum Howard Nirken (Spring '92) for spearheading the
website effort.

The Schutze endowment continues to grow to nearly $100,000, thanks to your generosity. We recently
established a new agreement with the Ex-Students' Association that will pool the Society's various funds that
have been established over the years to obtain a better return on our investment. We are grateful to the
Association for the excellent relationship we continue to maintain with each other.

Finally, I would be derelict if I failed to at least mention here the dates for the Fall 2000 reunion
weekend. Please mark your calendars for the weekend of October 21 & 22, 2000. I am also pleased to
announce that our honored alum for this Fall will be Ron Steinhart (Spring '63). You can find further
information inside. Locations and times will be posted on the website as soon as we have them available,
and will be in the Fall newsletter. Again, if there is any way I can help in reserving accommodations, or
otherwise, please do not hesitate to call me at 512-791-6336 or email me at eopiela@mail.utexas.edu.

Pax Vobiscum,
Eric Opiela (Fall '98)
Abbot, Spring 2000
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